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REPORT 


OF THE 

TERCENTENARY COMMISSION 


To t/ie Honorable General Assembly of the State of Connec¬ 
ticut : 

The members of the commission appointed by His Excel¬ 
lency Governor Trumbull, as authorized by Special Acts of 
1929, No. 58, have been in communication with many organ¬ 
izations and individuals in this state and elsewhere, in search 
of information and constructive suggestions concerning suit¬ 
able measures for the commemoration of the three hundredth 
anniversary of the settlement of the Colony of Connecticut, 
for the purpose of formulating plans for the participation by 
the state in such celebration, as directed in the said bill en¬ 
titled “An Act Providing for a Commission on the Observance 
of the Three Hundredth Anniversary of the Settlement of 
Connecticut.” 

The communications which the commission has received 
show that throughout the state there is a keen and general 
interest in the proposed observance of this anniversary. This 
is particularly the fact with regard to persons engaged in 
educational affairs, who note in such observance an oppor¬ 
tunity to impress upon the young, and the recent adult addi¬ 
tions to the population of the state, a knowledge of the pur¬ 
poses, labors and sacrifices of the founders of the Colony and 
their successors, which have through the generations helped 
"to produce the favorable conditions in which we live. 

This commission has had the benefit of the experience of 
the Massachusetts commission in celebrating in 1930 the 
founding of the Massachusetts Bay Colony; and it has had 
the advice of the general manager of that commission, who 
met with the Connecticut commission, related his experiences 
and answered freely such questions as were put to him. Also, 
as many correspondents favored a moving picture to show 
notable events in Connecticut history, arrangements were 
made with the Fox Hearst Corporation to send a representa¬ 
tive here, who came without charge and showed before the 
commission an example of what that organization could pro¬ 
duce, upon order, as an historical film. Professional pro- 
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ducers of pageants, organizers of celebrations, and agents for 
articles which might be wanted, have been corresponded with 
and heard at length. 

From these investigations and from suggestions which have 
been made by the members of the commission and those re¬ 
ceived from numerous organizations and persons who have 
been consulted or have proffered helpful advice, the commis¬ 
sion has derived the general plan which is here respectfully 
submitted for the consideration of your honorable body. 

This commission wishes at the outset to record its belief 
that the framing of the Fundamental Orders and their adop¬ 
tion by the people of Windsor, Hartford and Wethersfield, 
constitute the most significant event in the early history of 
the Colony of Connecticut. Whether the Fundamental Orders 
be denominated a constitution or a frame of government “is 
a matter of words”, as Professor Charles M. Andrews, our 
great authority on American Colonial History stated in an 
address in the winter of 1928, when he also said that, “as 
representing the first occasion in the history of this country 
when a popular government was established free from any 
power over and above the people themselves, these articles 
have a value that is beyond the praise of any speaker on any 
occasion”. 

We recommend: 

1. That from time to time, beginning as soon as practic¬ 
able and continuing until the time of celebration, a series of 
pamphlets be issued relating to important events in the history 
of colony and state, and to the contributions which have been 
made by Connecticut, in the three hundred years of its exist¬ 
ence, toward the welfare and progress of all peoples: and that 
these pamphlets, in English and in other languages, be cir¬ 
culated throughout our state by means of the press, and in 
the schools, public and private. 

2. That a moving picture be prepared illustrating these 
events in the history of Connecticut and the notable contribu¬ 
tions made by its people to the arts and sciences, and to edu¬ 
cation, industry and commerce during the three centuries; 
this picture to be shown throughout the state in the years 
previous to the celebration, in schools and at such other places 
as the commission then in charge may designate. 

3. That a program for study in the public schools be ar¬ 
ranged in collaboration with the Commissioner of the State 
Board of Education—such a program as can later be pub¬ 
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lished for use in libraries and schools; and that the State 
Board of Education, all local boards of education, and the 
superintendents, principals and teachers of the public schools, 
be asked to assist in securing the best means for stimulating 
the interest of pupils in the history of Connecticut, and that 
a similar approach be made to the private and parochial 
schools in the state. 

4. That prizes be offered for essays by students in the 
schools on subjects pertaining to the history of the state, 
which shall be chosen by the commission. 

5. That the co-operation of the universities, colleges and 
professional schools in the state be sought, not alone for their 
help in showing the history of higher education in Connec¬ 
ticut, but also for the aid and support of the constructive 
capacity, and the knowledge of, and interest in, the means 
for human betterment to be found in those institutions of 
learning. 

6. That the Connecticut Chamber of Commerce be invited 
to determine the breadth, the methods and the ways and 
means, for an exhibition of the inventions, and the manu¬ 
factured and agricultural products of the state, and of its 
governmental and educational processes,—and of any other 
products and activities which it may seem desirable to have 
included,—and to carry out to completion the arrangements 
for such exhibition, in connection with the Manufacturers’ 
Association of Connecticut, the manufacturers’ associations 
of our cities and towns, the Commissioner of Agriculture and 
the Connecticut Tercentenary Association. An exhibition of 
this character, if properly developed, should have a great 
drawing power, and should benefit the industries of our state 
by widening largely the circle of those familiar with the scope 
of the industries of Connecticut. It would also show the 
great share which factory workers have had in the progress 
that has been made and stimulate their just pride in that 
contribution. In such an exhibition an effort should be made 
to show the vast betterment in our factories and in the social 
condition of operatives over an earlier day and the progres¬ 
sive improvement to the present time. We think that the 
State of Connecticut might well contribute to this undertak¬ 
ing, but that much the greater part of its cost should be 
borne by our manufacturing and other business interests. 

7. That invitations to attend the celebration be sent to 
the President of the United States and to the Cabinet officers; 
to the Governors and other officials of sister states; to per¬ 
sons of prominence in educational affairs in this country and 














in foreign countries; and to other officials in the United States 
and to representatives of foreign governments to be desig¬ 
nated in time, and that measures be taken to enlist a general 
and cordial interest in the proposed observance, both at home 
and abroad—an interest which is fully warranted by the ser¬ 
vice that Connecticut has given to the world. 

8. That the United States Government be petitioned to 
issue a special postage stamp for this occasion. 

9. That the United States Government be petitioned to 
strike a memorial half dollar commemorative of the anniver¬ 
sary. 

10. That under the direction of the commission, a suit¬ 
able medal be designed and struck in commemoration of this 
observance of the Tercentenary of the settlement of the 
Colony of Connecticut. 

11. That the Connecticut Tercentenary Association, an or¬ 
ganization formed a year ago, constituted of committees ap¬ 
pointed by historical societies and by other organizations,— 
with other committees which may be appointed by organiza¬ 
tions responding to the invitation to take such action,—be re¬ 
quested to prepare for the commission a list of persons who 
shall be invited to deliver addresses or write papers, to be 
published as a memorial volume which shall be edited by a 
joint committee of five—two from the Connecticut Tercen¬ 
tenary Association, two from the State Tercentenary Com¬ 
mission and the fifth selected by these four—a publication 
which shall constitute a history of the worth while activities 
of the people of Connecticut to the date of its issue and fill 
in some measure the admitted need of such book for refer¬ 
ence. 

As a program for the commemorative exercises we sug¬ 
gest the following outline: 

Exercises to begin Sunday and to be held on that day in 
the various churches throughout the state. In Hartford 
there might be at the First Church, where Thomas Hooker 
preached, a reproduction of his sermon which was delivered 
before the adoption of the Fundamental Orders; and a ser¬ 
vice with musical program in the ancient mode. On Sunday, 
also, delegates and invited guests to the commemorative exer¬ 
cises might register and be informally received. 

Monday a prograrti of exercises to be carried out simul¬ 
taneously in all the schools of the state, with other observ¬ 
ances in all towns which choose to participate in this way. 
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Monday morning the delegates and guests to be received 
formally at the State Capitol by the Governor and other state 
officials and members of the general assembly, with addresses 
by the Governor of the State, and others, and responses by 
designated guests and delegates. 

On Monday also there might be held a water pageant to 
pass along the Connecticut River, commemorative of the set¬ 
tlement of the river towns. This could be made wonderfully 
effective and beautiful; but we do not actually recommend 
it, since the cost (according to the best information we can 
obtain) is beyond the amount which the general assembly 
would probably deem it wise to appropriate for the purpose. 

Monday evening a reception to be given in the State Library. 

Tuesday morning to be devoted to addresses according to 
a schedule to be arranged. All addresses during the celebra¬ 
tion to be broadcast. 

Tuesday afternoon a reception to be given at some home in 
the city and drives conducted to points of interest, for guests 
and delegates. 

Tuesday evening a reception to be given in the Wadsworth 
Athenaeum. 

Wednesday morning an historical pageant of distinction, 
carefully prepared under experienced supervision, to be given 
in some suitable place to be selected at the time. 

Wednesday afternoon an impressive parade—to pass 
through central streets—composed of representatives from 
military and naval forces, active and veteran; Sons of the 
American Revolution; Sons of Veterans; the boy scouts, and 
the girl scouts; other organizations which may desire to parti¬ 
cipate in the parade; public officials of the state and towns, 
cities and boroughs within the state; and a procession of 
floats representative of the civil, industrial and business in¬ 
terests of the state. 

Wednesday evening a banquet to be held, with a program 
of addresses. 

Throughout the exercises of the celebration, a musical pro¬ 
gram, including a chorus of school children, to be conducted 
in the Horace Bushnell Memorial building which is well de¬ 
signed for such purpose, and perhaps in other places also; 
this program to be planned to fit in with other events during 
all the days of the exercises, and to be in charge of a special 
committee selected for the purpose. 
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(There are several halls available in Hartford, if this place 
be chosen for the principal exercises, as the commission rec¬ 
ommends, where addresses on subjects which are not related, 
as well as certain other parts of the program, can be in pro¬ 
gress at the same time.) 

We recommend also: 

That during the period of the exercises, or for a longer 
time, an exhibition of colonial furniture of Connecticut craft- 
manship be displayed, in charge of an expert committee. 

That an exhibition be arranged of early paintings by Con¬ 
necticut artists and of Connecticut persons and scenes, in 
charge of a special committee. 

That an exhibition be assembled of utensils and imple¬ 
ments in use in the early years of the colony and state, 
with examples of early arts and crafts. (This might be made 
permanent, with the co-operation of the Connecticut Histori¬ 
cal Society, in its proposed building on Washington Street.) 

That the commemorative exercises be held in October of 
the year 1935. 

That in the years intervening, historical buildings and sites 
of note in the various towns in the state be marked, and that 
a short time before the commemorative exercises the route 
which the early settlers probably followed from the vicinity of 
Boston to the present capital of Connecticut be marked at 
various points along the way. 

That towns, cities, boroughs and individuals be urged to 
search for historical documents and other important memen¬ 
toes, and to deposit them in secure places. Valuable, and even 
priceless, articles of this sort are still found from time to 
time hidden away in attics or other places, where they are in 
danger of being damaged, or burned or in some other way, 
forever lost. 

That the general assembly authorize this commission to ob¬ 
tain designs for a monument in commemoration of the settle¬ 
ment of the colony. 

Inasmuch as experience, during the year and more since 
the commission was appointed, with protracted but unavoid¬ 
able delays in arranging interviews and in carrying on cor¬ 
respondence, has emiphasized for this undertaking the usual 
importance of starting in season, it appears, that if satis¬ 
factory plans are to be made and carried out for a creditable 
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observance of the settlement of the Colony of Connecticut, 
the present time is not too soon to begin making definite plans 
for that celebration. It is therefore further recommended: 

That at this session of the general assembly His Excellency 
the Governor be authorized to appoint a commission consisting 
of seven members, who shall have power to add to their own 
number, to complete and carry out plans for exercises and 
other measures, for observing suitably the three hundredth 
anniversary of the settlement of the Colony of Connecticut. 

That an adequate appropriation of money be made avail¬ 
able to the commission for the current biennial period, (not 
less than Ten Thousand Dollars) for employing a secretary- 
stenographer ; for the purchase of desk, typewriter, stationery, 
files, etc.; for the publishing of pamphlets and other neces¬ 
sary printing; for the employment of a local experienced pub¬ 
licity agent for a portion of his time, and for the engagement 
of a historian; and that an office be assigned for the.use of 
the secretary. 


Hartford, Conn. 
January 2'7th, 1931. 


Respectfully submitted: 


Anne Rogers Minor 
Julia Andrews 
James R. Angell 
George W. Wheeler 
Robbins B. Stoeckel 
E. Kent Hubbard 
George C. F. Williams 


Members of 
Tercentenary 
Commission. 
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